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20 Years of Aliyah and 4,000 Years of History – Part 1 
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In 1987 a business man named Mel Hoelzle had a vision to help Jewish people return to Israel and by 1995 he had 
started the process of establishing Ezra International. The following year Ezra International was registered in Kiev, 
Ukraine as a humanitarian aid organization and our participation in the holy work of the Aliyah had begun. Yes, this 
work is holy because it is God’s mandate not man’s. It is also a practical, difficult and sometimes dangerous work. 
Today, support for the Aliyah in Ukraine often means our representatives must enter and work with-in a war-zone but 
they courageously press on. 
 
The Jewish families we first made contact with had once been trapped by the political realities of living in the 
U.S.S.R. but were now free to leave. Yet many were still trapped by another reality, that being extreme poverty. This 
is still true today. Ezra International’s mandate was and is to help the “least of these”, the poorest of the poor. Often 
these individuals are unaware that they have the right to return to Israel and Ezra International representatives can 
be the first to inform them of this provision. 
 
Another increasingly urgent issue is that Anti-Semitism is still a way of life in many of the nations were we work. So 
for 20 years we have been serving and lending a hand to those in need and sometimes in danger. But this story did 
not begin with us. We are only participants in the latest chapter of a story that technically began with Abraham, the 
first man to make Aliyah. 
  
Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land 
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you”. 
 (Genesis 12:1-3) From Genesis to Revelation we discover that the land of Israel is an intrinsic part of the plan of 
world redemption. The world may not like it, but God is clearly a Zionist. 
 

 
And He will lift up a standard for the nations, 

and will assemble the banished ones of Israel, 
and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the 

four corners of the earth.  Isaiah 11:12 
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Abraham’s obedience resulted in the first Aliyah or literally ascent to the land promised to him and his descendants. 
But as his descendants would discover there would be a price to pay for their disobedience. Fortunately, the 
described punishment was coupled with a promise. God told Moses even before his people entered the land: 
And the LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where 
the LORD will drive you. … But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with 
all your heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, 
when you turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice (for the LORD your God is a merciful God), He will not 
forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them. (Deuteronomy 4:27,28-
31) 
 
We are in the “later days” that God spoke of to Moses. Israel has experienced two dispersions, once at the hands of 
the Babylonians and a second time by the strong arm of the Romans. But twice God has miraculously brought them 
back. It is Important to understand that the scripture only speaks of two re-gatherings. That means today’s on-
going return is the final return and the Jewish people are in the land to stay. 
 
I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant 
vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. I will plant them in their 
land, and no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given them,” Says the LORD your God. (Amos9:14-
15) 
 
“As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them wonders. “The nations shall see and be 
ashamed of all their might; They shall put their hand over their mouth; Their ears shall be deaf. They shall lick the 
dust like a serpent; They shall crawl from their holes like snakes of the earth. They shall be afraid of the LORD our 
God, and shall fear because of You. Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of 
the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy. He will again have 
compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will give 
truth to Jacob and mercy to Abraham, which You have sworn to our fathers from days of old. (Micah 7:15-20) 
 
Notice the shame brought about by God on the nations who used their “might” to do harm to the Jewish people and 
the nation of Israel. God says it through His prophet Joel that He will judge all nations on account of His people, His 
heritage Israel. (Joel 3:2) So what should be the response of the nations? What does our God desire? 
 
Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, and set up My standard for the 
peoples; They shall bring your sons in their arms, and your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders; 
 
Are you beginning to see why Ezra International believes it has a mandate from God to help the Jewish people get 
home to Israel? To be Continued 


